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Concrete Waste Management SM-5

  

  

Source: Caltrans Construction Site Best Management Practices Manual, 2003. 

Description Practices and procedures to prevent or reduce the discharge of 
concrete waste to the drainage system or adjacent water bodies. 

  
Applications • Projects involving use of concrete as a construction material or 

demolition activities generating concrete dust and debris. 
• On-site wash areas used for concrete-coated vehicles or 

equipment. 
• Activities such as sawcutting and grinding which result in the 

formation of slurries containing portland cement concrete or 
asphalt concrete. 

  
Installation and 
Implementation 
Requirements 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Properly store concrete materials away from runoff and under 
cover. 

• Avoid mixing excess concrete, if possible.  Discard excess 
concrete in the designated area. 

• Wash concrete-coated vehicles or equipment off-site or in the 
designated wash area.  Locate on-site concrete wash area a 
minimum of 50 feet away from storm drain inlets, open drainage 
facilities, or water bodies.  Runoff from the on-site concrete wash 
area shall be contained in a temporary pit or level bermed area 
where the concrete can set. 

• Temporary pit shall be lined with plastic to prevent seepage of the 
wash water into the ground.  Allow wash water to evaporate or 
collect wash water and all concrete debris in a concrete washout 
system bin. 
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Concrete Waste Management SM-5

  

Installation and 
Implementation 
Requirements 
(Continued) 

• Break up and properly dispose of hardened concrete from wash 
area. 

• Collect and properly dispose of aggregate concrete sweepings. 
• Provide concrete waste management training for employees and 

contractors. 
  
Limitations Off-site concrete wash areas may be impracticable. 
  
Inspections and 
Maintenance 

• Inspect concrete wash areas for damage and repair as necessary.
• Regularly remove and dispose hardened concrete. 
• Monitor contractors to ensure proper concrete waste management 

measures are implemented. 
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 Concrete Waste Management SM-5 

SM-5-3 

WASH AREA (BELOW GRADE) 
 

Source: Caltrans Construction Site Best Management Practices Manual, 2003. 

LATH AND 
FLAGGING 
ON ALL 
SIDES 

PLAN 
NTS 

SECTION A-A 
NTS 

BERM 
VA

R
IE

S 

10’ MIN. 
 SANDBAG 

  10 MIL 
PLASTIC LINING 

SANDBAG 
10 MIL 
PLASTIC LINING 

BERM 

3’
 

NOTES: 
 
1. ACTUAL LAYOUT DETERMINED IN FIELD. 
 
2. THE CONCRETE WASHOUT SIGN SHALL 
    BE INSTALLED WITHIN 30 FEET OF THE 
    TEMPORARY CONCRETE WASHOUT 
    FACILITY. 
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 Concrete Waste Management SM-5 

SM-5-4 

WASH AREA (ABOVE GRADE) 
 

Source: Caltrans Construction Site Best Management Practices Manual, 2003. 

PLAN 
NTS 

SECTION A-A 
NTS 

VA
R

IE
S 

10’ MIN. 
 

STAKE 
(TYP.) 

10 MIL 
PLASTIC LINING 

10 MIL 
PLASTIC LINING 

WOOD FRAME SECURELY 
FASTENED AROUND 
ENTIRE PERIMETER WITH  
TWO STAKES 

TWO STACKED 
2 X 12 ROUGH 
WOOD FRAME  

 

NOTES: 
 
1. ACTUAL LAYOUT DETERMINED IN FIELD. 
 
2. THE CONCRETE WASHOUT SIGN SHALL 
    BE INSTALLED WITHIN 30 FEET OF THE 
    TEMPORARY CONCRETE WASHOUT 
    FACILITY. 


