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Material Use SM-3

  

 

 

Source: Modified from Caltrans Construction Site Best Management Practices Manual, 2003. 

Description Minimizing or eliminating the discharge of pollutants to the storm drain 
system or adjacent water bodies by reducing hazardous material use 
on-site, using alternative products, and training employees in proper 
handling and use of construction materials. 

  
Applications Activities involving use of one of the following materials: 

• Fertilizers; 
• Detergents; 
• Herbicides; 
• Plaster; 
• Petroleum products such as oil, fuel, and grease; 
• Soil stabilizers and binders; 
• Asphalt and concrete components; and 
• Other hazardous materials such as acids, lime, glues, adhesives, 

paints, solvents, and curing compounds. 
  
Installation and 
Implementation 
Requirements 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Restrict use of materials to only when and where necessary to 
complete the construction activity. 

• Reduce or eliminate on-site use of hazardous materials.  Refer to 
SM-9 (Hazardous Waste Management) in this manual for more 
information regarding use of hazardous materials. 

• Carefully select appropriate material needed for the task. 
• Do not remove the original label.  Comply with manufacturer’s 

labels, which include product information regarding uses, 
protective equipment, flammability, ventilation, and mixing of 
chemicals. 
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Installation and 
Implementation 
Requirements 
(Continued) 

• Dispose container only after all of the product has been used. 
• Restrict amount of herbicide prepared to quantity necessary for the 

current application.  Comply with the recommended usage 
instructions.  Do not apply fertilizers or herbicides during or just 
before a rain event. 

• An ample supply of cleanup materials for spills shall be readily 
accessible. 

• Provide employee training on proper material use. 
  
Limitations Alternative materials may not be available or appropriate for certain 

construction activities. 
  
Inspections and 
Maintenance 

• Provide training to all new employees at the beginning of their 
employment. 

• Provide periodic training to all employees involved in handling 
construction materials. 


