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Spill Prevention and Control SM-10

  

  

Source: Caltrans Construction Site Best Management Practices Manual, 2003. 

Description Practices and procedures to reduce or prevent leaks or spills which 
may be discharged into the storm drain system or adjacent water 
bodies. 

  
Applications Construction projects involving the storage of chemicals or hazardous 

substances. 
  
Installation and 
Implementation 
Requirements 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

General Requirements include the following: 
• Store hazardous materials and wastes in covered containers and 

protect containers from vandalism; 
• Maintain an ample supply of cleanup materials for spills shall be 

readily accessible; 
• Train employees on proper spill prevention and cleanup; and 
• Review spill response requirements at all applicable work sites. 
 
Cleanup Requirements include the following: 
• Immediately clean up leaks and spills; 
• Use minimal water to clean up spills on paved surfaces.  For small 

spills, use a rag.  For general cleanup, use a damp mop.  For larger 
spills, use absorbent materials.  Properly dispose of materials used 
to clean up hazardous materials; and 

• Avoid hosing down or burying dry material spills. 
 
Reporting includes the following: 
• Report significant spills to the U.S. coast Guard, Hawaii State Office 

of Hazard Evaluation and Emergency Response, and City and 
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Spill Prevention and Control SM-10

  

Installation and 
Implementation 
Requirements 
(Continued) 

County of Honolulu agencies, such as the Fire Department and 
• Per federal regulations, report significant spills of oil onto an 

adjoining shoreline or into a water body to the National Response 
Center at 800-424-8802 (24 hour). 

 
Vehicle and equipment maintenance activities requirements include the 
following: 
• Use a designated area and/or secondary containment for on-site 

repair or maintenance activities.  These areas shall be located away
from drainage courses; 

• Complete regular inspections of on-site vehicles and equipment, 
including delivery trucks and employees’ vehicles, for leaks.  Do not 
allow vehicles or equipment with leaks on-site; 

• Secondary containment devices such as drop cloths and drain pans 
shall be used to catch leaks or spills while removing or changing 
fluids from vehicles or equipment; 

• Place drip pans or absorbent materials under paving equipment not 
in use; 

• Use absorbent materials on small spills.  Avoid hosing down or 
burying spills.  Remove and properly dispose of cleanup materials; 

• Immediately transfer used fluids to the appropriate waste or 
recycling containers.  Avoid leaving full drip pans and open 
containers on-site; 

• Drain excess oil from oil filters prior to disposal by placing filter in a 
funnel over a waste oil recycling drum.   Recycle oil filters if this 
service is available; and 

• Store all cracked batteries in a non-leaking secondary container 
even if the acid appears to have drained out.  Handle dropped 
batteries as cracked batteries until assured it is not leaking. 

 
Vehicle and equipment fueling activities requirements include the 
following: 
• Use designated areas for required on-site fueling.  Fueling areas 

shall be located away from drainage courses; 
• Avoid “topping off” of fuel tanks; and 
• Use secondary containment devices such as drain pans to catch 

spills or leaks while fueling. 
  
Limitations Use of a private spill cleanup company may be necessary. 
  
Inspections and 
Maintenance 
 

• Update spill prevention and control plans and stock necessary 
cleanup materials as the chemicals used or stored on-site change. 

• Ample supplies of materials for spill control and cleanup shall be 
located on-site near maintenance and material storage or unloading 
areas. 


