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SECTION 02603 – EMULSIFIED ASPHALT TACK COAT

PART 1 – GENERAL

RELATED DOCUMENTS:

A. The General Provision of the contract, including the General Provisions for

Construction Projects (2016), Special Provisions, and General Requirements of the

Specifications, apply to the work specified in this section.

B. This Section shall be in accordance with FAA Specification Item P-603 –

Emulsified Asphalt Tack Coat, as included as an attachment to this Section.

SUMMARY

Work under this Section includes the requirements for the application of emulsified

asphalt tack coat as shown on the Plans.

REFERENCES:

A. FAA Specification Item P-603 – Emulsified Asphalt Tack Coat as modified

herein.

B. Section 02401, Asphalt Mix Pavement, Surface Course.

C. Section 02403, Asphalt Mix Pavement, Base and Surface Course.

SUBMITTALS

Prior to commencing Work in this Section, the Contractor shall submit the

following information according to Section 01300, Submittals.

A. Test reports and certificate of compliance for tack coat.

B. Samples of tack coat material.

C. Proposed application rate including residual rate.

PART 2 – PRODUCTS

TACK COAT

Tack Coat shall conform to Section 02603 Emulsified Asphalt Tack Coat, FAA

Item P-603.
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PART 3 – EXECUTION

TACK COAT

The Contractor shall apply tack coat in accordance with FAA Specification Item P-

603, and as modified herein, to all existing pavement surfaces both horizontal and

at vertical interfaces, and between lifts of asphalt pavement.

PART 4 – MEASUREMENT AND PAYMENT

4.1 METHOD OF MEASUREMENT AND PAYMENT

A. Method of measurement and basis for payment shall be in accordance with FAA

Specification Item P-603, paragraph 603-4.1.

PART 5 ATTACHMENTS

FAA SPECIFICATIONS

A. P-603, Emulsified Asphalt Tack Coat

END OF SECTION 02603
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ITEM P-603 EMULSIFIED ASPHALT TACK COAT

DESCRIPTION

603-1.1 This item shall consist of preparing and treating an asphalt or concrete surface with

asphalt material in accordance with these specifications and in reasonably close conformity to the

lines shown on the plans.

MATERIALS

603-2.1 Asphalt materials. The asphalt material shall be an emulsified asphalt as specified in

ASTM D3628 as an asphalt application for tack coat appropriate to local conditions. The
emulsified asphalt shall not be diluted.  The Contractor shall provide a copy of the manufacturer’s

Certificate of Analysis (COA) for the asphalt material to the Resident Project Representative

(RPR) before the asphalt material is applied for review and acceptance. The furnishing of COA
for the asphalt material shall not be interpreted as a basis for final acceptance.  The

manufacturer’s COA may be subject to verification by testing the material delivered for use on

the project.

CONSTRUCTION METHODS

603-3.1 Weather limitations. The tack coat shall be applied only when the existing surface is dry

and the atmospheric temperature is 50°F (10°C) or above; the temperature has not been below

35°F (2°C) for the 12 hours prior to application; and when the weather is not foggy or rainy.  The

temperature requirements may be waived when directed by the RPR.

603-3.2 Equipment. The Contractor shall provide equipment for heating and applying the
emulsified asphalt material.  The emulsion shall be applied with a manufacturer-approved

computer rate-controlled asphalt distributor. The equipment shall be in good working order and

contain no contaminants or diluents in the tank.  Spray bar tips must be clean, free of burrs, and of

a size to maintain an even distribution of the emulsion.  Any type of tip or pressure source is
suitable that will maintain predetermined flow rates and constant pressure during the application

process with application speeds under eight (8) miles per hour (13 km per hour) or seven (700)

feet per minute (213 m per minute).

The equipment will be tested under pressure for leaks and to ensure proper set-up before use to

verify truck set-up (via a test-shot area), including but not limited to, nozzle tip size appropriate

for application, spray-bar height and pressure and pump speed, evidence of triple-overlap spray

pattern, lack of leaks, and any other factors relevant to ensure the truck is in good working order

before use.

The distributor truck shall be equipped with a minimum 12-foot (3.7-m) spreader spray bar with

individual nozzle control with computer-controlled application rates. The distributor truck shall
have an easily accessible thermometer that constantly monitors the temperature of the emulsion,

and have an operable mechanical tank gauge that can be used to cross-check the computer

accuracy. If the distributor is not equipped with an operable quick shutoff valve, the prime

operations shall be started and stopped on building paper.
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The distributor truck shall be equipped to effectively heat and mix the material to the required
temperature prior to application as required.  Heating and mixing shall be done in accordance

with the manufacturer’s recommendations.  Do not overheat or over mix the material.

The distributor shall be equipped with a hand sprayer.

Asphalt distributors must be calibrated annually in accordance with ASTM D2995.  The
Contractor must furnish a current calibration certification for the asphalt distributor truck from

any State or other agency as approved by the RPR.

A power broom and/or power blower suitable for cleaning the surfaces to which the asphalt tack

coat is to be applied shall be provided.

603-3.3 Application of emulsified asphalt material. The emulsified asphalt shall not be diluted.
Immediately before applying the emulsified asphalt tack coat, the full width of surface to be

treated shall be swept with a power broom and/or power blower to remove all loose dirt and other

objectionable material.

The emulsified asphalt material shall be uniformly applied with an asphalt distributor at the rates
appropriate for the conditions and surface specified in the table below. The type of asphalt

material and application rate shall be approved by the RPR prior to application.

Note that residual rates are after the evaporation of water and denote the actual amount of

emulsified remaining on the surface.

Emulsified Asphalt

Surface Type Residual Rate, gal/SY Emulsion Application Bar Rate,

gal/SY

New asphalt 0.02-0.05 0.03-0.07

Existing asphalt 0.04-0.07 0.06-0.11

Milled Surface 0.04-0.08 0.06-0.12

Concrete 0.03-0.05 0.05-0.08

After application of the tack coat, the surface shall be allowed to cure without being disturbed for

the period of time necessary to permit drying and setting of the tack coat. This period shall be

determined by the RPR.  The Contractor shall protect the tack coat and maintain the surface until
the next course has been placed.  When the tack coat has been disturbed by the Contractor, tack

coat shall be reapplied at the Contractor’s expense.

603-3.4 Freight and waybills The Contractor shall submit waybills and delivery tickets, during
progress of the work. Before the final statement is allowed, file with the RPR certified waybills

and certified delivery tickets for all emulsified asphalt materials used in the construction of the

pavement covered by the contract. Do not remove emulsified asphalt material from storage until

the initial outage and temperature measurements have been taken. The delivery or storage units

will not be released until the final outage has been taken.



RELOCATE RUNWAY 3-21
LIHUE AIRPORT EMUSIFIED ASPHALT TACK COAT
STATE PROJECT NO. AK1031-14 SECTION 02603-5
AIP PROJECT NO. 3-15-0013-XX JULY 2022

METHOD OF MEASUREMENT AND BASIS OF PAYMENT

603-4.1 Work under this section will not be measured nor paid for separately, but shall be

considered incidental to and included in the bid prices for the various items of work in this project.

REFERENCES

The publications listed below form a part of this specification to the extent referenced. The

publications are referred to within the text by the basic designation only.

ASTM International (ASTM)

ASTM D1250 Standard Guide for Use of the Petroleum Measurement Tables

ASTM D2995 Standard Practice for Estimating Application Rate and Residual

Application Rate of Bituminous Distributors

ASTM D3628 Standard Practice for Selection and Use of Emulsified Asphalts

END OF ITEM P-603

END OF SECTION 02603


